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Chairman’s 
Message
by Tom Appleton

Tom Appleton

At this year’s 40th Annual General Meeting 
in Ottawa in May, two Directors of very 
long standing, Ken Dandy, of Vancouver, 
and James McIntyre, of Montreal, duly 
retired from membership on the Board 
having served two full three-year terms.  
Both individuals have worked very hard 
on behalf of The Hall. Among their many 
contributions, Ken chaired the organising 
committee of the very successful Induction 
Gala in Vancouver in 2010, while Jamie has 
contributed his skills and the resources of 
his aviation PR consultancy, Romeo Oscar 
Inc., in support of The Hall’s activities.  

Both individuals will be sorely missed and a 
resolution was passed expressing the thanks 
of the board of directors and the Members 
for their exceptional efforts.

Meanwhile, Anna Pangrazzi, of Toronto, 
and Dwayne Lucas, of Abbotsford, BC, 
were duly nominated to replace Ken and 
Jamie and were welcomed to the board 
of directors of Canada’s Aviation Hall of 
Fame. We all look forward to working with 
Anna and Dwayne, who will no doubt leave 
their mark.

The Nomination Review Committee has 
made their recommendations for inductees 
for 2014, which were unanimously accepted 
at the September board meeting and will be 
announced shortly.  

A reminder:  Once more it should be the 
pleasant duty of all Members of The Hall, 
Friends and Directors to reach into their past 
aviation experiences, to start thinking of new 
and deserving candidates for nomination in 
2014, to convince people acquainted with 
potential nominees to get together and put 
forward a nomination. The CAHF website 
can be a great resource:  just click on the 
‘nomination’ tab and follow the posted 
instructions.  The process has been somewhat 
simplified to make it easier and less 
demanding of the nominator, so please step 
forward and ensure deserving individuals 
and potential Belt of Orion winners are 
nominated for election to Canada’s Aviation 
Hall of Fame.
      Tom Appleton

Announcing CAHF’s 2014 Induction

The Board of Directors is pleased to announce that the 2014 Induction Ceremonies will be held in Calgary on May 29th. A 
brief description of the inductees is as follows:

Beddoe, Clive J.: An early interest in aviation in his native England blossomed into a dream of creating a new Canadian 
airline in Canada in the mid 1990s.  The resulting WestJet phenomenon has revolutionized air travel in Canada with its leg-
endary attention to the customer experience, its competitive pricing, its strong commitment to employees and its excellent 
safety record.  Beddoe successfully weathered early difficulties at WestJet and has now launched a spin-off to extend service 
far beyond traditional markets.

In addition to his business pursuits, Beddoe has become well known for his extensive philanthropic activity focussed on 
children.

De Blicquy, Lorna: A trailblazing advocate for the role of women in aviation and supremely accomplished pilot, instructor 
and examiner, Lorna De Blicquy played a significant and highly recognized role in changing the face of aviation in Canada.  
Active in aviation for almost fifty years, Lorna was instrumental in providing air services, training and humanitarian relief in 
many parts of the world, especially in Canada’s high Arctic.

Engle, Robert Parsons: Engle enjoyed a career of some fifty years in aviation in Canada’s north.  From very early contract 
flying out of Yellowknife, he went on to expand his operations across the length and breadth of the Arctic and in so doing 
change the way in which remote communities are supplied by air.  He created Northwest Territorial Airlines which was sub-
sequently taken over by Air Canada, pioneered the use of heavier cargo aircraft such as the C-130 Hercules and championed 
the expansion of commercial routes linking northern communities with each other and destinations in southern Canada.

Moore, Fred:  Fred Moore spent a lifetime in fixed and rotary wing aviation in both the military and civilian fields.  As a 
young officer he was given significant levels of authority to improve acceptance standards for military aircraft ordered for 
the RCAF and subsequently to manage the early efforts to develop simulators for increasingly complex weapons systems.  
In industry, he rose quickly to senior management levels with NWI in Edmonton and then Okanagan Helicopters and its 
successor companies.  His skills, technical expertise and business acumen have been widely recognized in Canada and other 
countries.

The Committee considered four candidates for the Belt of Orion but decided against making a recommendation for the 
Award in 2014.

More details will be coming in the January issue of The Flyer.
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Across Canada in My Navion
by Robert ‘Bud’ White

I’d always dreamed of flying my own aircraft 
solo across the continent.  So having purchased a 
Navion  aircraft last year - and with 3 Fall events 
scheduled in Ontario - I started planning a flight 
from BC to Ottawa.  A final engine compression 
check before leaving, however, meant that not 
only did I have to change a cylinder, but also 
had to ‘run-in’ the new cylinder at high power 
and low level for 20 hours before leaving. That 
I did over the next 4 days - with runs up the 
coast to Port Hardy and a circumnavigation 
flight around Vancouver Island. Only then was 
I able to aim myself Eastward - and that in the 
face of deteriorating weather, forest fires raging 
in Alberta and a major storm front moving north 
into the prairies from the US.  

So it was a bumpy, hurried trip through the 
mountains to Calgary and on to Medicine Hat 
the 1st day. Then across the Prairies through 
Regina to Kenora the 2nd day - when the 
weather forecaster told me I’d better not stop in 
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Casualty at Babdown
by Robert Bradford C.M.  

In April 1944 a small number of RCAF pilots and 
I were posted to No. 15 Pilots Advanced Flying 
Unit, RAF Babdown Farm in Gloucestershire. 
We were all new arrivals on British soil.  The 
airfield was about 20 miles northeast of the city 
of Bristol on the Bristol Channel. Since it was 
a grass airfield, the landing area was equipped 
with Sommerfeld steel mesh tracking so that 
aircraft didn’t sink in the mud.

The name “Babdown Farm” brings to mind 
a gently rolling English countryside with a 
stone house presiding over its pastoral beauty.  
That’s exactly what it was!  The RAF’s 
temporary control tower and briefing room 
plus a few Nissen-type hangars didn’t change 
the appearance much.  We were to fly Airspeed 
Oxfords, a light twin-engined aircraft with good 
performance. These were not the latest in Allied 
Fighters and Bombers that we had imagined 
we’d be flying, but at least the Oxfords were 
‘flying machines’! They would sharpen our 
piloting skills while we got used to the absence 
of Canadian section-lines and other things that 
would give us some idea of ‘North-South’ or 
‘East-West’, which we had grown accustomed 
to in our BCATP training.  In fact, the British 
countryside first appeared to be a ‘can of 
worms’ or ‘crazy quilt’ in broad daylight.  We 
had even heard of Canadian pilots getting lost 
in the airfield pattern!  

Portage unless I wanted to sit on the ground for 
a week! The 3rd and 4th days got me through 
Thunder Bay, and on through the Sault to 
Sudbury - where I had to wait for a couple of 
days for the weather to clear in Ottawa. That 
gave me a chance to fly up over Timmins 
(where my Grandfather had been the editor of 
the Porcupine Advance newspaper), and over 
Kirkland Lake & Larder Lake (where I’d grown 
up and learned to fly).  

Finally arriving over Ottawa, I was able to park 
my Navion at the Gatineau airport, and rush off 
in time to meet up with Lee - who had wisely 
decided to “go commercial”!   

Vintage Wings at Gatineau welcomed me with 
open arms! They secured and looked after my 
Navion - while Lee and I hustled off to our 60th 
wedding anniversary with family, and then to 
our Sabre Pilots Association of Air Division 
Squadrons (SPAADS) and RMC Reunions.Then 
during their Gatineau Air Show, Vintage Wings 
included my Navion in their Static Display.  

When Mike Potter (Vintage Wings Chairman) 
discovered that I’d been involved during AETE’s 
17 flight test programs flown in 1967 to clear 
the Tutor trainer for the Golden Centennaire 
airshow role (and had also suffered through a 
wild Tutor accident), he asked me if I’d like to 
consider a flight with the Snowbirds during the 
airshow.  Would I ever!  (But I certainly had not 
known that he was the Honorary Colonel of the 
Snowbirds!)  

So that led to a quick but complete Air 
Force medical, ejection seat and safety re-
qualification, and a most memorable flight with 
the Snowbirds during that Gatineau Airshow 
September weekend. What a thrill!

I savoured that Snowbird flight all the way 
back to Vancouver in my Navion! But my 
flight back had its own highlights.  In fact, the 
first day across the Gatineau Hills and up our 
Ottawa River - with all the Autumn colours 
in full bloom - and from the Sault across the 
south portion of that great inland ocean we 
call Lake Superior to the Lakehead - that too 
was spectacular! The second day all the way to 
Brandon was memorable for its turbulence, and 
for the immense amount of dense black smoke 
in the air across half of Manitoba from an oil 
storage explosion south of Winnipeg. 

Then the weather deteriorated along my planned 
southern route, and I had to make a big right 
hand hook from Brandon up through Yorkton 
and Saskatoon then back towards Medicine Hat 
and Lethbridge. Fun low route-flying across 
endless miles of prairies and dodging around 
all those rain showers! But the fourth day was 
the best - utter blue sky and a 35 kt tail wind  
(Yes, a tail wind!) all my westbound way from 
Lethbridge to Abbotsford with unbelievably 
smooth air and all the mountains laid out 
majestically below me - all the way home!  
Great story to tell my Grandkids!

The night flying was really interesting - the 
blackout was punctuated by the occasional red 
light of a ‘Pundit’ that flashed two letters or an 
‘Occult’ that flashed a single white letter.  They 
were never on airfields or sensitive areas and 
the letters that indicated locations were changed 
every few hours for obvious reasons.  All in all, 
it was an excellent exposure to map-reading 
and navigational aids.

One night another pilot and I landed our 
Oxfords within a few minutes of each other. 
The flare path was immediately turned off.  
We shut down the Oxfords, jumped on our 
bicycles and headed for our Nissen Hut to 
get some much needed ‘shut-eye’. The huts 
were well away from the airfield and suitably 
dispersed for protection against air attack. We 
were awakened during the night by the sound 
of aircraft engines. They certainly sounded 
different from the Armstrong Siddeley Cheetahs 

of our Oxfords - perhaps a lost Wellington 
Bomber or some other Allied aircraft. I was so 
tired that I immediately fell asleep again only 
to be awakened a second time by the sound of 
an explosion.  I eventually got up, dressed, and 
cycled to the Flight Line. The airfield had been 
bombed by a lone German bomber. The crew 
had obviously seen the Babdown Farm flare 
path switched on momentarily to allow a late 
arriving Oxford to land.

In the ensuing blackout the Germans did a 
pretty good job of remembering where the 
flare path had been seen. One bomb simply 
broke apart on impact alongside the landing 
area. The second bomb exploded nearby in a 
grassy area but missed the runway as well. I 
am sure that the German bomber was headed 
for Bristol when its crew saw the flare path 
come on. The crew probably flew home with 
a sense of accomplishment at having bombed a 
‘Target-of-Opportunity’ resulting in damage to 
RAF aircraft and hangars and may have even 
knocked off a few RAF ‘BODS’ as well.  

The assessment of the attack revealed that no 
aircraft were damaged, no hangars hit and no 
RAF personnel injured or killed, which is 
probably why there is no mention of this enemy 
action in any historical notes that I have seen.

We did suffer a casualty though. A rabbit had 
come out of his cozy home to see what all the 
fuss was about. He found out. He’s in another 
dimension now…

An Airspeed Oxford
over typical English countryside

Photo: Courtesy Canada Aviation
and Space Museum, Ottawa.  

CAVM-14985



Rex Terpening Celebrates His 100th
by Trudie Terpening

In July a gathering of children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
and their spouses and a number of good friends took place to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of Aviation Hall of Fame Member, Rex 
Terpening.  It was an event full of love, laughter and fun enjoyed by 
all of those who were present.

Members in the News
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Terpening family photos

GOOD-BYE TO DON WATSON 
“A Celebration of His Life”
September 21, 1923 - January 30, 2013 
by Gisela Watson

We had a Memorial Celebration of Don’s life on June 15th at 
Harbour Air Hangar South side Vancouver Airport.

Don Watson

On the following Thursday 
I drove him to The Pantry 
Restaurant in South 
Surrey, a short drive from 
our home. I brought along 
a birthday cake and so a 
group of Rex’s long-time 
aviation retiree friends 
were treated to birthday 
cake and coffee.  Rex, 
who is in good health and 
still able to go on outings, 
enjoys the company of this 
group of men who meet 

every Thursday morning at The 
Pantry. They have met there for 
many years to reminisce about the 
“old days” spent in the aviation 
industry, exchanging stories of 
adventures and memories of 
mutual friends, some long gone. 
As I said in a thank-you note to 
one of these gentlemen, “How 
fortunate Rex is to be a part of 
such a wonderful group of buddies who give great meaning to his 
life”. Fortunate indeed!

Son Dave writes: “In 1971, Dad lost a fishing lure, a Ruby-Eyed 
Wiggler, in the bottom of a river, and in 1974 he spotted it again in 
about 12 feet of water.  Dad worked out a scheme to successfully 
rescue the lure so I related the story at the party and presented it to 
him as an award for being such an all-round great guy.”

Jon, Dave, Linda and Maggie, 
with Rex

Rex and Trudie

The Terpening Family

Watson family photos

Well-wishers gathered at Harbour Air

The Fly-Past in memory of Don

Gisela Watson 
speaks to her 
friends and 
well-wishers

It was a wonderful 
day. Everyone gath-
ered at 1 P.M. and 
at 1:30P.M. we had 
the fly-by which was 
wonderful and very 
meaningful to every-
one there. We had a 
great turnout, close 
to 350 people came 
to say “Good-bye” to 
Don. Don’s nephew 

Ross and wife Vi came 
from Arizona to be with 
us, and also his niece 
Carol came from Win-
nipeg. Many friends told 
stories about Don’s ca-
reer in aviation and life 
also as a husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-
grandfather, uncle and a 
great friend to everyone. 
We enjoyed good food 
and watched a great vid-
eo of Don’s life.

Don enjoyed life to the fullest.  He was part of the group which 
started  Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame in 1973.  Having to resign 
from his many responsibilities due to poor  health was very hard to 
do, especially after losing his best friend, Mr. Fred Hotson.

I still can not believe that Don has 
left us now over 8 months ago. But 
memories of him will live with us, 
especially me, for ever.



The Induction Gala 2013
Photos by Rick Raddell

The 40th Induction Dinner and Ceremony was held on May 30th at the Canada Air and Space Museum at Rockcliffe, just outside of Ottawa.  
This aircraft-filled venue provided an interesting back-drop for all aviation fans, and guests filled the space made available by moving display 
aircraft to the perimeter of the building.  

Only a few photos are shown on these pages.  Additional photos will be printed in the January 2014 issue of The Flyer.

Newly inducted Members of CAHF are seated: “Stocky” Edwards, Frank Henley, John Sandford, Victor Bennett.
Standing are: Byron Cavadias, Wilson Leach, Dick Richmond, Rosella Bjornson, John Carty (who accepted the Belt of Orion Award 
on behalf of CP Air), Barry Marsden, Larry Milberry.  Attending the dinner but not in the photo were Max Ward and Russ Bannock.

The honorees for 2013:  James Francis “Stocky” Edwards, 
Joseph Fernand “Frank” Henley, John Carty (for the Belt of 
Orion Award), John William Sandford, Victor Robert Bennett.

Blain Fowler, Chairman of the Operations 
Committee, presented the toast to all 
the Members of The Hall, including the 
winners of the Belt of Orion Award for 
Excellence.

MC Denis Chagnon.
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At the Podium...

John Sandford having his Hall of Fame 
medal pinned on by Major General 
Michael Hood

‘Stocky’ Edwards receives his Hall of 
Fame medal

Victor Bennett receives his 
Certificate of Membership from 
Tom Appleton, Chairman of the 
Board. In the centre is 
M Gen Michael Hood, 
Deputy Commander of the RCAF, 
who was the guest speaker 
for the evening.

Frank Henley receives his 
Certificate of Membership from 

Tom Appleton. On the left is 
Frank’s son, Francois.

Donald Carty receives 
The Hall’s Certificate 
for the Belt of Orion Award 
for Excellence for CP Air. 
On the right is presenter 
M Gen Michael Hood. 
CP Air was sold to 
Pacific Western Airlines 
in 1987 and became part 
of Canadian Airlines 
International.

Victor Bennett

“Stocky” Edwards

John Sandford

Francois Henley, speaking on 
behalf of his newly inducted 
father, Frank Henley

Donald Carty
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Spirit of Place:  
St. John’s, The Avalon and the 
English Shore: Then & Now

by John McQuarrie

While attending the 2013 induction dinner, 
I met John McQuarrie and as we listened 
to Victor Bennett tell about growing up 
in Newfoundland, I mentioned that I had 
not visited this province. John then told 
me about his latest book in his “Spirit of 
Place” series. 

John McQuarrie, photographer and author, 
has produced a wonderful photo-story 
book on Newfoundland.  In this gorgeous 
‘coffee-table’ book, the 240 pages are filled 
with hundreds of photographs he took on 
his travels around the area. I enjoyed this 
book so much I wanted to tell everyone 
about it. I felt as if I were on a holiday 
travelling across the province, with John 
as my guide.  

For this book, he wisely chose many local 
writers, such as Roy Dwyer, John Furlong, 
Ron Young and Bob Codner, who filled in 
historical detail and made the whole come 
alive for me. The reader receives a rich 
sense of the province’s history, geography, 
culture and economy surrounded by 
John’s full-colour photos. I have not 
yet visited this province, the only one in 

Places That Books Can Take You
by Mary Oswald

Cover photo courtesy John McQuarrie

Canada I have not had the pleasure to see.  
My travel agent will be seeing me soon!

John has produced several books in his 
THEN AND NOW series on the cities 
of Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, Toronto 

and Vancouver. 
Another series was 
done on waterways: 
The Rideau Canal, 
Muskoka, the Trent-
Severn Waterway, 
and the 1000 Islands. 
All are available 
through the Indigo/
C h a p t e r s / C o l e s 
network of stores.

Two other CAHF 
Members were born 
in Newfoundland: 
Bill Carr, who 
attained the rank 

of Lt. General in the RCAF, and  Craig 
Dobbin (2007) who lived in St. John’s 
and anchored his company, Canadian 
Helicopters, there.

EARTH, Spirit of Place
by John McQuarrie
Featuring the photographs 
of Chris Hadfield 

This book is expected 
to be released by the 
end of October, so 
since I have not yet 
read it, it’s best to let 
John speak about it.

“Like millions of you, 
I have taken great 
delight in following 
Chris Hadfield since 
his Soyuz launch in 
2012.  And it is now 
a privilege to produce 
this book celebrating 
a selection of many 
of Chris’ beautiful 
and evocative 

photographs taken during his five months 
on the International Space Station. 
Complementing his images you will also 
find a number of NASA satellite shots 
captured by various orbital platforms 
over the last few years.” 

 - John McQuarrie, Editor and Publisher

“Flying in space, I was endlessly moved 
by the inherent, unstoppable beauty of our 
planet Earth.  This book does a marvelous 
job of bringing that rare beauty home for 
all to see.  Worth many long looks.”

- Chris Hadfield, Astronaut

“Hadfield brought the space station and 
the space experience to a large number 
of people by sharing not only his pictures 
on Twitter and his comments, but also by 
sharing his emotions and that’s something 
that people really want to hear about.”     
- Marc Garneau, Challenger 6, November 

1998, Canada’s first astronaut

For a preview, go to: 
www.magiclightphoto.ca
To contact John:
Magic Light Publishing
192 Bruyere Street, 
Ottawa, ON   K1N 5E1

613 241-1833  / mcq@magma.ca

For information on Chris Hadfield’s new 
book, An Astronaut’s Guide to Life, 
go to:  www.chrishadfield.ca

8



9

Books I’ve Been Reading
by Mary Oswald

Flying High: Confessions of an 
Old Corporate Pilot
by Fred W. Hotson

A family publication, 2013. 
Available through Larry Milberry’s website: 
www.canavbooks.wordpress.com or 
larry@canavbooks.com

Fred Hotson enjoyed a long career in 
aviation, starting in the 1930’s, when he went 
to work at deHavilland Canada. After the 
war he began flying an amphibious Mallard 
for the Ontario Paper Co. In this book he 
tells of his eighteen years as a corporate 
pilot, operating company planes for wealthy 
CEO’s for furthering their business empires 
as well as for trips to their exclusive fishing 
camps in remote areas of Quebec and special 
holiday resorts. 
 
Fred was a founding member of the 
Canadian Business Aircraft Association, and 
later joined the Canadian Aviation Historical 
Society, which he served for many years 
as president. He contributed many articles 
for their Journal as well as other aviation 
magazines. He was inducted as Member of 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame in 1998. 
This is his sixth and last book. He died in 
2012 at the age of 98.

In describing this book, his daughter, Jane 
(Hotson) Russell, writes:

“This book is a labour of love. The bulk of the 
manuscript was written over the past twenty 
to thirty years, typed lovingly, like everything 
else, by my mother.  Unbeknownst to us, it sat 
simmering on a shelf in Dad’s closet while the 
writing of other books took priority.

I will never forget the day his memoirs were 
finally published. Dad dragged this hefty box 
out of his closet, slammed it down on his desk 

and at 96 announced, “My Next Book”. True to 
his word, he worked on that thing day in and 
day out until just a few days before he died 
two years later.  Longtime friend Robin Brass 
agreed to publish it and what we would have 
done without his expert knowledge and 
guidance, I do not know. Brother Bill worked 
from home, digging through masses of 
diaries and journals verifying dates. He sorted 
and scanned hundreds of photographs. 
Through the miracle of the internet, I spent 
hours editing and coordinating things with 
Dad and Robin from my Phoenix home.  

But the true miracle behind the whole book 
was Dad’s good friend Larry Milberry. He 
double-checked countless facts and spelling, 
updated information and gave us both the 
appendix and the prologue.  He even finished 
the captions that Dad didn’t quite get to.

In the end, Flying High - Confessions of an 
Old Corporate Pilot, is truly a labour of love.  
It’s a testament to the love between a great 
man and his family and friends.  It’s about a 
passion for aviation and the love of a good 
story. My only regret is that there are no 
more dusty manuscripts to be found hiding 
in that closet.”

Raymond Collishaw and the 
Black Flight
by Roger Gunn

Dundurn Publishers, Toronto,  2013. 

The second book is written by Roger Gunn, 
who has long been a student of history.  
When not reading about or researching 
the history of the First World War, he 
is an instructor of  Human Resources 
Management at the JR Shaw School of 
Business at the Northern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in Edmonton.

Gunn believes that Raymond Collishaw 
should be better known to Canadians. This 
book helps the reader know and better 
understand the exploits of this truly great 
Canadian hero of the First World War.  
Collishaw was inducted a Member of 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame in 1974.

Courage and leadership were the hallmarks 
of Canada’s skilled and gifted flying ace, 
Raymond Collishaw. He was the third 
highest scoring flying ace of all the British 
and colonial pilots in World War I, scoring 
60 victories. Only Billy Bishop and 
Edward Mannock surpassed him. Raymond 
Collishaw and the Black Flight is about his 
life, from humble beginnings in Nanaimo, 
BC, to the skies over France in World War I.

Collishaw joined the Royal Naval Air 
Service and was sent overseas to train in 
England. He was then sent to France in 
September of 1916 to be part of No. 3 Naval 
Wing, which conducted the famous raid on 
the Oberndorf factories in Germany. This 
was the Allies’ first real attempt at strategic 
bombing. 

Collishaw was transferred in April 1917 
to No. 10 Naval Squadron. Here he led the 
Black Flight, a group of four to five Sopwith 
Triplanes. Painted black, these fast and 
maneuverable scouts faced the best German 
aces of the day including Von Richthofen’s 
Flying Circus. In May and June of 1917 
alone No. 10 Squadron accounted for over 
37 enemy aircraft.

Promoted to Squadron Commander in 
January 1918, Collishaw led what later 
became Squadron No. 203. He went on to 
fight in World War II and ended his career as 
an Air Vice Marshall in the RAF.

Next on My List
An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on 
Earth
by Chris Hadfield

I am anxiously awaiting the chance to buy 
this book. It will be available at Chapters 
Books on Oct. 29th, for those of you who 
can’t get enough!



A Beaver Moves West
by Mary Oswald

Perry McPherson has a new aircraft in his 
hangar at Villeneuve airport located west of 
Edmonton. He and a small group have just 
purchased C-GXPM, a beautifully restored 
Beaver, from Vintage Wings of Canada, in 
Gatineau, QC. The aircraft is referred to 
as “The Russ Bannock and George Neal 
DHC-2 Beaver”, named in honour of these 
exceptional DHC test pilots.

The Vintage Wings website has this to say 
about the Beaver:
“Canada is the birthplace of bush flying 
and no other airplane is more emblematic 
of northern wilderness aviation than the 
ubiquitous Beaver. Designed after the 
Second World War, the Beaver was an 
instant success, capable of carrying heavy 
loads into rough Northern landing strips 
and of operations on wheels, skis and 
floats. Military operators including the US 
Army bought the Beaver for utility work and 
several went to war in Vietnam. Though 
production ceased 40 years ago, hundreds 
of these workhorse airplanes continue to 
earn their keep in remote locations all over 
the world.

Not designed for speed, the Beaver is 
somewhat utilitarian in appearance, 
earning the not-so-elegant sobriquet, “The 
Half Ton Flying Pick-Up Truck”. Those 
whose livelihoods and indeed lives depend 
on the Beaver see it in a different light - as 
an exceptional and optimized design suited 
to rugged operation with beefy good looks 
and a willing heart. The DHC-2 Beaver of 
Vintage Wings of Canada spent most of its 

C-GXPM, sold to Perry McPherson. Photo: Peter Handley, Vintage Wings of Canada

Perry’s Beaver was dedicated to 
George Neal and Russ Bannock,
“The Legendary Test Pilots of 
De Havilland Canada.”

Photo: Denny May

Making Introductions
by Mary Oswald

Introducing CAHF’s 
New Curator, Robert Reader
Robert Reader was born 
in London, ON and from 
a very young age, all 
signs seemed to point 
to a museum career. He 
was a collector of many 
things, including stamps 
and mini toy animals, all 
of which he categorized 
and carefully stored. He 
made many trips to museums with his parents, 
and when he was 12 he travelled with them 
around England and Scotland. His interests were 
piqued and when he entered the U of Alberta, he 
majored in History and Anthropology.

He decided to study further, and achieved his 
Masters Degree at the University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. He then earned a post-graduate 
degree in museum studies at Fleming College in 
Peterborough ON in 2006.  All this time, Robert 
spent countless hours volunteering wherever 
he could, to gain experience in museums, and 
has worked in salaried positions in many of 
them.  He currently resides in Wetaskiwin, and 
is involved in the community as a Director on 
the Library Board and as a Community Literacy 
volunteer. He is pleased to be named Curator at 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame.

Introducing CAHF’s 
New Portrait Artist, Robert Bailey
Robert Bailey received 
his training at Longton 
College of Art in 
Staffordshire, England. 
He moved to Canada 
in 1964 and worked in 
television as the host 
of a children’s show at 
CHBC-TV Kelowna, then 
worked as a journalist and 
photographer in Calgary.  

Bailey is known world-wide for his aviation art. 
He considers it a great honour to have many of 
his WW II prints hanging in numerous museums, 
legions and Armed Forces buildings worldwide, 
including the Pentagon.  He was recently 
commissioned to do a number of paintings for 
George Lucas’ new Star Wars art project. Lucas 
has also purchased Bailey’s Star Wars and WW 
II paintings for his private collection.

Robert Bailey lives in Spruce Grove, AB with 
his wife Michelle.

operational life as a land-based aircraft 
with the Kenyan military.” 

George Neal says that the characteristics 
of the Beaver are unmatched to this day, 
that it handles better than most aircraft, and 
it allows a pilot to get in and out of tight 
spaces like no other. 

C-GXPM will now start a new life with 
Perry and his partners, Casey Hutchinson 
and Mark Hydeman. Perry serves on the 
Operations Committee of CAHF.

George Neal and Russ Bannock, at the 
dedication of the Beaver.

Photo: Vintage Wings of Canada
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Things With Wings
by Byron Reynolds

Conair Firecat C-GABC “Tanker 567”

The Royal Canadian Navy had developed 
an outstanding anti-submarine capability 
by the end of the Second World War.  In 
1954, to compliment the newly acquired 
aircraft carrier “HMCS Bonaventure”, 
the RCN chose the S2F “Tracker” to 
replace its obsolescent TBM Avengers 
in the anti-submarine role.  Both aircraft 
were products of the Grumman Aircraft 
Co., fondly known as the “Grumman 
Ironworks” for the renowned robustness 
and reliability of their designs. Due, 
in part, to a postwar slowdown in the 
Canadian aircraft industry, the government 
decided to build the aircraft under license 
in Canada.  Accordingly a contract for 100 
Trackers was placed with deHavilland 
Canada.  The Canadian prototype was first 
flown by  George Neal in May 1956. The 
last of this order was delivered 5 years 
later.

The type served the Canadian Forces 
faithfully until the early 1990’s. The value 
of the Tracker contract became even more 
appreciated in the early 1960’s as the 
full effect of the cancellation of the Avro 
Arrow program impacted the Canadian 
aviation industry.

“Tanker 567” started life as a CS2F-2 (the 
“C” for Canadian) “Tracker”, RCN tail 
number 1591. Delivered in April 1960, 

it was the 90th Canadian example built.  
1591’s naval career was typical in that 
it spent periods of time with most of the 
units operating the type, including VS880, 
VS881, VX10 and VU32, both at sea and 
ashore.

Declared “Surplus to Requirements”, 1591 
was flown into storage at 402 CFTSD 
(Canadian Forces Technical Services 
Detachment) Saskatoon in 1970 where she 
remained until sold to Carnegie Holdings 
Ltd. of Edmonton in 1974. Now carrying 
civil registration C-GABC, she passed 
through several owners until acquired by 
Conair in 1982 and converted to “Firecat” 
air tanker configuration, their 11th such 
conversion.  

“Tanker 567” served Western Canada in 
that role from 1983 until retired to the 

Reynolds-Alberta Museum in September 
2012, with 5760 flying hours in the log.  
These hours were almost evenly split 
between her civilian and military careers.  
Although several turbine powered 
examples still operate overseas, “Tanker 
567’s” ferry flight to the museum from 
Conair’s base at Abbotsford BC constituted 
the last flight of a piston engined Firecat.

Specifications:
Wingspan:  69’-8”
Length:  42’-3”
Maximum Speed:  285 Kts
Maximum Weight:    
 Tracker: 24,000 lbs.
 Firecat:  26,000 lbs.
Engines  (2)  Wright  R1820-82  
1525 Horsepower
These engines were manufactured in 
Canada by Canadian Pratt and Whitney.

Conair Firecat, C-GABC “Tanker 567”  Photo: John Chalmers

Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame thanks all those who have supported The Hall since 2012:

“We try to be correct with the supporters list, but if any names are misspelled or omitted, we offer our sincere apologies and ask your help in making the corrections. Thank you!”

Daphne Aitken
Cliff Anderson
Lucien Avram
Heather McClure-Andersen
Trudy Armstrong
Kenneth Armstrong
Harry Baedak (in memory of 
Don Watson)
Paul Baiden
Roger Beebe
Ronald Bell
Sheldon Benner
Joy Parker Blackwood
Robert Bradford
Bill Buckham
Al Bullock
Syd Burrows
B.Gen (rtd) R.B. Button
Ann Caldwell
William Cameron
William Carr
Christine Charles (in memory 
of Bill Newson)

Catherine Chase
Walter Chmela
Larry Clarke
Scott Clements
David R. Crone
Richard DeBoer
Lynn DeBou
John Duncan
Dorothy Edwards
Blain Fowler
Kathleen Fox
Patrick Gilligan
Keith Glover
John Grant
Donald Gray
Gerald P.J. Haddon
Chris Hadfield
Edward Hammermaster
Jean Franklin Hancher
Barbara Hehner
F. Frank Henley
Rachel Lea Heide
Evelyn Hutchings

William G. Jewitt
Gary Johnson
Kenneth Johnson
Tracey Lamb Kirouac
Suzanne Kuhne
M.Gen (rtd) Claude LaFrance
Dr. Philip Lapp
D.J.R. Larrigan
John Lawson
Paul Lautard
M.Gen (rtd) Wilson Leach
Todd Lemieux
Frank Lockhart
James Lucas
Gen (rtd) Paul Manson
Marie Marshall
Mike Matthews
Denny May
Ross McBain
A. Jean McCormick
Jamie McIntyre
John McQuarrie
Larry Milberry

Bill Mulock
Michael Mushett
Russell Orr (in memory of Don 
Watson)
Mary Oswald
Anna Pangrazzi
Gerald Pankrath (in memory 
of Don Watson)
Mary Parker
Ronald Peel
William Perry
Robert Porter
Dorothy Powell
Randy Price
Burt Reynolds
Byron Reynolds (in memory of 
Don Watson)
Dick Richmond
Stuart Russell
John W. Sandford
Ed Saulou
Capt. Douglas Seagrim
Jessie Sloan

Darrel G. Smith (in memory of 
Don Watson)
Elizabeth Smith
Gordon Steinke
Rex Terpening (in memory of 
Don Watson)
Pierre Vachon
Peter VanHee
Maxwell Ward (in memory of 
Howard Irving)
Muriel Watson
Brian Wright
Bill Zuk

Donations by Corporations:

Air Transport Association of 
Canada
AeroInfo
Aviation Alberta Association
Avior Produits Integres Inc.
Bombardier Aerospace
CAE Inc.

Canadian Skies (magazine)
Canadian Business Aviation 
Association
City of Wetaskiwin
Conair Group
Discovery Air Defence 
Services
Dulude, Taylor Inc.
Field Aviation
Innotech Aviation
JLT Canada
Magellan Aerospace
National Defence Head-
quarters
NAV Canada
Pratt and Whitney Canada
Sussex Capital Inc.
Trans Capital Air
Viking Air
WestJet
Wilson Aircraft
Wings (magazine)
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Museums Receive Gifts
by John Chalmers

Thanks to the generosity of two Canadian aerial fire suppression companies, two 
Alberta museums are now beneficiaries of outstanding donations to their collections, 
made possible through the legacies of Hall of Fame Members Barry Marsden and Don 
Hamilton.

A Firecat for Wetaskiwin

The Reynolds-Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin now has an aerial fire-fighting aircraft 
known as a Conair Firecat, the 100th aircraft to be obtained by the museum. 

In 1978, Conair Aviation, based in Abbotsford BC, began acquiring surplus Grumman 
S-2 Trackers from Canadian and U.S. governments, and converted 35 of them into fire 
fighter aircraft.  Conversion to a “Firecat” included removal of unnecessary military 
equipment which reduced the weight by 1,500 kg, then fitting it with a 3,296 litre tank 
for fire retardant.  A new red and white paint job gave the Firecat a new look to go with 
its new name and new purpose.  

Firecat C-GABC was flown to Wetaskiwin in the fall of 2012, retired from duty and given 
to the museum by Barry Marsden, Chairman of Conair.  At a handover ceremony on July 
27, 2013, the aircraft and its log book were presented to Alberta Minister of Culture, 
Heather Klimchuk, who accepted the gift on behalf of the Museum.  The aircraft was 
used in fire fighting operations for 29 years and retired in 2012 as Conair’s last Firecat.   

Donated by CAHF Member Barry 
Marsden, this piston-powered Firecat is 
the 100th aircraft to join the Reynolds-
Alberta Museum collection

 Photo: John Chalmers

Shown at the handover of the Firecat 
and its logbook are:  Wetaskiwin Mayor 
Bill Elliot, Alberta Minister of Culture, 
Heather Klimchuk, Conair chairman 
Barry Marsden, Byron Reynolds, nephew 
of the late Stan Reynolds, and Noel 
Ratch, Director of the Reynolds-Alberta 
Museum.

 Photo: John Chalmers

The refurbished CF-104 Starfighter joins other RCAF jet aircraft at the museum.
 Photo: John Chalmers

A Starfighter for Edmonton

On Saturday, July 17, the Alberta 
Aviation Museum in Edmonton rolled 
out its latest addition, a restored CF-
104 Starfighter jet, which was the fastest 
aircraft ever flown by the RCAF. It 
was designed for maneuverability and 
speed, reaching 1,450 mph. A supersonic 
intercepter aircraft, it was used to patrol 
NATO borders during the ‘Cold War’ 
of the 1960’s.  Starfighters were first 
flown in Canada at CFB Cold Lake, then 
located at Canadian bases in Europe.  The 
CF-104’s were retired in 1986.     

When the museum publicly announced 
over a year ago that it wanted to bring the 
aircraft from Holland but needed $75,000 
to buy it, bring it to Edmonton and restore 
it, public donations within a couple of 
weeks totalled $35,000.  Lynn Hamilton, 
President and CEO of Air Spray Ltd., 
an aerial fire suppression company, then 
donated the remaining $40,000 to make 
the project possible.  The donation was in 
memory of her late father, Don Hamilton, 
founder of Air Spray, who was inducted 
as a Member of Canada’s Aviation Hall 
of Fame in 2011.

While it took several years of negotiations 
with the Royal Netherlands Air Force 
before the jet arrived in Edmonton, it 
took the museum’s restoration crews just 
over four months to put it together and 
restore it to its former shiny glory.


