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Chairman’s 
Message
by Tom Appleton

Tom Appleton

This year, the 41st Annual Induction 
Ceremony and Gala of Canada’s Aviation 
Hall of Fame will be presented in Calgary, 
Alberta, on Thursday, May 29th, 2014. It is 
always a very exciting event for Members and 
Friends of the Hall: an opportunity to honour 
those who have distinguished themselves 
through their accomplishments for aviation 
in Canada. It is also an opportunity to get 
together with kindred interests in aviation 
and aerospace to celebrate the contribution 
of aviation to Canada’s development as a 
country and as an industrial power.

Four superb individuals whose contributions 
to Canadian aviation and aerospace have 
been judged worthy of induction: Clive 
Beddoe, who lead the WestJet team that 
founded and executed the novel airline’s 
innovative, winning strategy; Lorna de 

Blicquy, flight instructor and trailblazing 
advocate for the role of women in aviation; 
Robert Engle, founder in 1960 of Northwest 
Territorial Airways at Yellowknife, a leader 
in heavy-lift cargo operations supporting 
development of the resource industry 
throughout the north;  and Frederick Moore, 
who contributed much to the progress of 
flight simulators in military aviation and 
made his mark on the world of rotary wing 
aviation, both internationally and in Canada.

To top it off, Hall of Fame Member 
Chris Hadfield, Canadian astronaut and 
Commander of Expedition 35 to the 
International Space Station, has honoured us 
by agreeing to present induction credentials 
to the new Members and be the evening’s 
guest speaker. Chris certainly raised 
Canada’s place in the world’s astronautic 

firmament with his enthusiastic social 
communications and masterful agenda to 
inspire the involvement of Canada’s youth 
in space flight. Not only did he create 
millions of new followers of his exploits 
in space, including many youth across 
Canada, under his leadership the crew also 
completed a busier space science agenda 
than accomplished on any previous ISS 
Expedition.  

Unplanned in the final hours of Chris’s 
command was a space flight first: without 
warning, an emergency required his 
crew to make an immediate spacewalk to 
replace a leaking external ammonia coolant 
pump!  Sounds simple, but in truth it was a 
complex task with a hazardous risk profile, 
happening as the crew were preparing to 
enter their Soyuz space capsule for their 
return to earth. As Chris says for the benefit 
of golfers on earth, “there are no ‘Mulligans’ 
in space flight”. Talk about the consummate 
professional under pressure!

The 2014 CAHF Induction Gala promises 
to be a memorable evening in WestJet’s 
stunning Calgary Campus. I hope to see you 
there.
      Tom Appleton
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I wish to bring to everyone’s attention a 
change in the deadline for the receipt of 
nominations for Membership in The Hall of 
Fame. The new deadline is May 31st.

Nominations sent to The Hall by mail and 
which are postmarked no later than May 31 
will be considered to have met the deadline.

This will provide more time for the initial 
processing of new nominations by Hall staff, 

as well as more time for the subsequent 
review of files by the members of the 
Nominations Review Committee. The intent 
of these changes is to make the process more 
efficient and to encourage the submission of 
well-founded nominations.

The nomination forms are posted on CAHF’s 
website, www.cahf.ca, for nominations of 
individual Membership in The Hall and for 
the Belt of Orion Award.

To You!
March:
Ron Peel,  March 10
William Carr,  March 17

April:
Pierre Jeanniot,  April 9

May:
Laurent Beaudoin,  May 13
Les Kerr,  May 15
Dave Williams,  May 16
Claude Taylor,  May 20
Walter Chmela,  May 28

Please Note:
New Deadline for Nominations 
by Blain Fowler, OpsCom Chair



41st Annual Induction, May 29, 2014
By John Chalmers
Portraits by Robert Bailey

Clive Beddoe saw opportunities in commercial aviation to make 
air travel more affordable and has built WestJet into a successful 
and admired company with an excellent safety record and 9,300 
employees.  Recently established is WestJet Encore as a new 
regional airline, and in 2014 the company will be making its first 
trans-atlantic flights.

Beddoe serves as WestJet chairman of the board and has been 
honoured many times for his success in business, as well as 
receiving honourary doctorates from Wilfrid Laurier University 
in 2009 and the University of Calgary in 2008. In addition to 
his business pursuits, Beddoe has fostered a legendary corporate 
culture among employees, and has become well known for his 
extensive philanthropic activity focused on children.

Lorna V. deBlicquy, C.M. 

Born in Ontario in 1931, Lorna deBlicquy had an early interest 
in aviation, leading to a private pilot licence before her 17th 
birthday.  At 16 she took up skydiving and was the youngest 
person in Canada to make a parachute jump at that time.  A 
commercial pilot licence followed in 1952 and she graduated 
from Carleton University with a B.A. in 1953. Eventually she 
held licences for gliders, helicopters and multiple engine aircraft, 
as well as earning an instrument rating.

Lorna deBlicquy served as a flying instructor and for years 
flew in Canada’s north on tundra tires and floats as a bush pilot 
and charter pilot. She was a role model for women in aviation 

Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame was founded in 1973 to honour 
individuals and organizations that have made outstanding 
contributions to aviation and aerospace in Canada.  

On May 29, 2014 The Hall of Fame will hold its annual induction 
ceremonies in Calgary, Alberta, in the WestJet Campus hangar 
on Calgary International Airport.

Four individuals will be inducted as Members, bringing to 216 
the number of individuals recognized by the Hall since its first 
induction in Edmonton in 1974. There will be no presentation of 
the Belt of Orion Award this year.

Clive J. Beddoe, LLD 

Born in England in 1946, Clive Beddoe learned to fly gliders, 
earned a private pilot licence, and then learned to fly helicopters.  
After graduating from Epsom College he came to Canada, 
starting a new life in Calgary, first in real estate and then became 
involved with his dream of creating a new Canadian airline in 
the mid 1990’s.  

The resulting WestJet phenomenon has revolutionized air travel 
in Canada with its legendary attention to the customer experience, 
its competitive pricing, its strong commitment to employees and 
its excellent safety record. Beddoe successfully weathered early 
difficulties at WestJet and since 1996 the airline has operated at 
a profit for 17 years, growing from three airplanes to 100 Boeing 
737 aircraft serving 85 destinations in 18 countries.
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and an advocate for women’s rights in aviation, fighting hard 
against discrimination in hiring practices. She set an example 
by becoming Canada’s first female Flight Inspector for the 
Department of Transport. She was instrumental in providing air 
services, training and humanitarian relief in many parts of the 
world, especially in Canada’s high Arctic.

Active in aviation for nearly 50 years, she was the first woman 
to be awarded the Trans-Canada (McKee) Trophy, received in 
1993. A long-time member of the Canadian Ninety-Nines, an 
organization of women pilots, deBlicquy was admitted to the 
Order of Ontario in 1994 and awarded the Order of Canada in 
1995. She died in 2009.

Robert P. Engle, C.M.

Born in Seattle in 1923 and graduating from Yale University in 
1950 with a B.Sc. degree, Robert Engle has been called an Arctic 
air pioneer, who has dedicated his life to northern aviation. He 
arrived in Yellowknife in 1956, piloting his Cessna 180 float 
plane while making a personal survey of the Canadian North and 
Alaska. By 1958 he was flying Beaver, Otter and a twin-engine 
Bristol freighter for Wardair in northern Canada.

In 1961 Engle founded Northwest Territorial Airways and 
continued flying for the company as it expanded operations 
and increased its number and types of aircraft, and built the 
first hangar at the Yellowknife airport. Scheduled service in the 
Northwest Territories and the Arctic was provided first with 
Douglas DC-3 aircraft, followed by charter and cargo service 
with larger four-engine aircraft such as the DC-6 and Lockheed 
Electra.

In the 1980s, he championed the expansion of commercial routes 
linking northern communities with each other and destinations 
in southeren Canada. Scheduled service expanded across the 

north and cargo service was offered from Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Winnipeg and Toronto.  

In 1988 Northwest Territorial Airways was sold to Air Canada, 
and NWT Air became the first scheduled service of Air Canada 
in the North. Robert Engle was founding chairman of the 
Northern Air Transport Association, based in Yellowknife, and 
was awarded the Order of Canada in 1989.

Frederick A. Moore

Born in Victoria in 1928, Fred Moore graduated from Royal 
Roads Military College in 1949 and joined the RCAF. In 1953 
he graduated as a test pilot with the United States Air Force and 
was promoted to Flight Lieutenant.  Back in Canada, he served 
the RCAF Central Experimental and Proving Establishment 
in charge of testing and acceptance of aircraft until 1958.  
Transferred to Air Force Headquarters, he was the architect of 
the CF-104 flight simulator subsequently used by five air forces.

Retiring from the air force as a Squadron Leader in 1963, 
Moore joined CAE at Northwest Industries in Edmonton and 
by 1968 was vice-president of Marketing and Contracts, seeing 
growth through the 1960s. In 1970 he relocated to Vancouver 
as marketing manager of Okanagan Helicopters, eventually 
becoming senior vice president, seeing a ten-fold increase in the 
company in the 1980s.

Fred Moore stayed with the company when it became part 
of Canadian Helicopters Corporation, then CHC Helicopter 
Corporation, operating 256 helicopters as the largest charter 
air carrier in Canada. In 1981 he was elected as chairman of 
the board for the Helicopter Association International in 
Washington DC.  He retired from CHC in 1991, remained active 
in consulting until 2000, and continues to fly light aircraft at 
every opportunity.
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The Induction Gala 2013
(continued from the Fall 2013 issue)

Photos by Rick Raddell

The Venue

Guests seated near the splendid collections at the Canada Air 
and Space Museum at Rockcliffe, Ottawa
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Guests checked the CAHF information displays

Members Enjoying the Gala

George Neal and Dick Richmond The Victor Bennett family:  Alexandra, 
Christian, Joanna, Leslie, Connie and Victor, 
Sydney, Guy.
Victor Bennett flew Vampire #074 many 
times while it was stationed on 438 Squadron 
(Montreal)

A poster board of Chris Hadfield was 
a popular “photo-op” with guests
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Member Wilson Leach, right, with John Chalmers

Barry Marsden and wife Karen, right

John Crichton, centre, with guests at his table

Max Ward, Russ Bannock, Marjorie Ward

Member Larry Milberry, left, with Jim Gillespie, Laurie Hawn, Scott 
Clements, John McQuarrie

Standing:  Ken Dandy, Rich Gage, past president of 
CBAA, Chris Terry, Don Buchan, Rockcliffe Flying Club.
Seated:  Fernand Proulx, Fiona Smith-Hale, both of the 
Canada Science and Technology Museums Corporation, 
and Jamie McIntyre.  Ken and Jamie are past Directors 
of The Hall of Fame.



Books I Want To Share
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I have chosen these two books because I want to share 
the stories of these extraordinary individuals who have 
contributed so much to aviation. I encourage everyone to 
read these books to get an in-depth sense of the history 
made by Pierre Jeanniot and Assad Kotaite. These books, one 
a biography, the other a memoir, complement each other. 
They have rewarded me greatly over the past few weeks. 

“Taking Aviation to New Heights: 
A Biography of Pierre Jeanniot”  

by Jacqueline 
Cardinal and Laurent 
Lapierre, translated by 
Donald Winkler. 
(2013, 394 pages, 
photographs, 
no index)  

The early years - 
Pierre Jeanniot’s story begins with his early life in 
France and Ethiopia, where his father was employed as 
a railroad inspector for the French government.  When 
Italy began military actions against Ethiopia in 1935, 
the family returned to France.  

The war years were ones of turmoil. Pierre and his 
mother spent time in Rome but the war caught up to 
them there as well.  They returned to France, where life 
was very difficult during the German occupation.  Pierre 
could only watch and learn.

Learning about the world - After the end of the war, 
Pierre learned about treaties, territories, agreements, 
reparations, the formation of the United Nations, and 
the struggle for a lasting peace.  Air transport had grown 
rapidly during the war, and now a new organization 
was needed to coordinate and regulate international 
travel.  The UN set up the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) with its headquarters in Montreal.  
Also headquartered in Montreal was the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA).
As a teenager, Pierre could not know how important 
these two organizations would be in his future.  

Coming to Canada - While these two organizations 
were establishing themselves in the late 1940’s, 
Pierre and his mother emigrated to Canada towards 
a new life.  After high school he entered Sir George 
Williams University where he graduated with a degree 
in engineering which opened the door to a new world: 
he would become an electronics engineer in the field 
of aviation.  

Working for TCA - In 1955 Pierre Jeanniot was 
hired by Trans-Canada Airlines and appointed to the 

Operations Research Team.  He was a creative thinker, 
and acquired new skills in the electronic, electrical and 
mechanical aspects of aviation.  He was responsible for 
identifying the causes of failure of aircraft systems and 
components, and predicting weaknesses.  

The ‘black box’ - The tragic accident of a TCA DC-8 
in late 1963 raised many questions.  He  believed his 
team could create a new method of finding the cause of 
accidents. They developed the “black box”, the flight 
data recorder, now used world-wide.  

Establishing a new university - In the early 1960’s, 
Jeanniot was given the opportunity to establish a new 
University in Quebec, one that was accessible and 
affordable. He took a year’s leave from Air Canada, 
and the University of Quebec opened in late 1969.  He 
returned to Air Canada but continued with the U of Q in 
the role of Vice-President, and later, Chancellor.  

Management, restructuring - Air Canada’s 
management was undergoing restructuring, causing 
great upheaval among employees. Jeanniot was 
appointed vice-president of Computer Systems and 
Services, and was able to encourage his group of 
employees to think positively and aim for greater 
productivity. He was a skilled promoter of his ideas, 
and thus able to change the culture within his division.          

Jeanniot was very familiar with the technological 
aspects of the company, but he wanted to know more 
about how other divisions were being run. He began to 
meet with the managers of these divisions. He wanted to 
work out a five-year plan for all of Air Canada.

Flight scheduling, on-line reservations - He 
established the computerization of flight schedules, 
and an on-line reservations system, which saw results 
when IATA announced in 2008 that the electronic ticket 
would replace the paper ticket with all carriers in their 
membership.

Vice-president - In the mid 1970’s, he was appointed 
vice-president of operations and sales for Eastern 
Canada.  One immediate crisis he faced was the official 
language issue among pilots and air controllers. He 
proposed a compromise to satisfy Quebec’s language 
demands. French would be allowed between pilots and 
francophone air controllers in five Quebec airports, 
except for planes flying above 2,750 meters.      

Claude Taylor, President and CEO of Air Canada, 
appointed Jeanniot first vice-president of marketing, 
planning and development. Air Canada faced many 
difficulties in the 1980’s, not only with the recession 
but with changes to the company’s upper structure and 
labour relations. In 1984, the prime minister appointed 
Jeanniot to President and CEO of Air Canada, with 
Claude Taylor named as Chairman of the Board.

Deregulation - After the US deregulated civil air space 
in 1978, Air Canada had to survive in the new arena of 
global competition.  Jeanniot proposed that Air Canada 

be opened to private investment, leading to eventual 
privatization. But first, the company’s aging fleet had to 
be renewed by the purchase of appropriate aircraft, with 
Boeing and Airbus in stiff competition.

Quality service - During the 1980’s, quality service 
was his priority. He inaugurated non-smoking flights, 
and ‘business class’ on flights to Europe, which were 
firsts in the aviation world and very popular. His vision 
also included international expansion for Air Canada, 
not only to Europe but to Asia.  

Privatization, globalization - By 1988, privatization 
was completed, but the board was not happy with his 
views on globalization. In 1990 the directors asked him 
to give up his goals for expansion and to concentrate 
on the company’s domestic routes. He felt this was a 
backward step and immediately resigned.  

He began his own consulting company, Jinmag, which 
he still operates.

IATA - In 1992 Jeanniot was nominated director 
general of IATA, which is a grouping of airline 
companies operating all over the world. Its mandate is 
to promote safe practices among its member companies 
and to cooperate with ICAO in establishing standards to 
ensure security in the air.  

He saw immediately that the organization needed to 
stabilize its finances, and modernize its management 
systems. His role would be to personify the interests of 
member airlines.

He saw enormous possibilities for IATA. One of his first 
goals was to approach China and other Asian countries, 
to invite their airlines to join IATA. In opening offices 
in China, IATA would provide intensive English courses 
and other training to ensure success there.  

Airline security - In 1997 the IATA General Assembly 
took place in Amman, Jordan. On the agenda was safety 
because of the high rate of accidents in some member 
countries. IATA would insist on safety standards 
and a system of accreditation, adherence to rules of 
compliance or airlines would face expulsion.

Jeanniot had to deal with unrest and hostilities in the 
Koreas, the Middle East, Africa. It would take all his 
negotiating skills to make the differences he envisioned 
for these areas.  

At this time, Jeanniot encouraged code sharing 
among airlines which led to strategic alliances among 
airlines, grouped according to their common interests. 
He worked hard to lessen congestion in overcrowded 
airports.

The new millennium - Long before the end of 1999 
there were forecasts of complete failure in computer 
systems world-wide. Y2K phobia spread rapidly, 
and airlines were afraid of the potential catastrophe. 
Jeanniot was prepared. He allocated funds to bring 
computer systems and electronic communications up to 
date, particularly in Montreal and Geneva. Everything 
went smoothly at midnight on December 31st, and he 
was satisfied that IATA’s systems were in good shape 
for the years to come.

Retirement - Jeanniot was planning to retire in 2002 
and was arranging for a successor. But those plans had 
to be delayed by an extraordinary event.

by Mary Oswald



My Memoirs, 50 Years of International 
Diplomacy and Conciliation in Aviation
by Assad Kotaite
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I felt I needed to read this 
book after having read 
the biography of Pierre 
Jeanniot. So much of the 
history of civil aviation is 
echoed in these books, 
and I thought our readers 
might be as interested as 
I was.

When I checked the 
back cover of 
“My Memoirs”, 
I found the following:

“Assad Kotaite is one of the most prominent and respected 
figures in the world of international civil aviation. A true 
leader and visionary, he has devoted his life to aviation, 
promoting the safety, the security and the environmental 
sustainability of air travel worldwide.”

Dr. Kotaite’s memoirs, published in 2013, fill 270 pages, 
with a generous photo section and list of honours and 
awards. This is followed by Annex I, which details “The 
Convention on International Civil Aviation” with the 96 
Articles pertaining to the Organization, Air Navigation 
and International Air Transport. This document contains 
the text of the Chicago Convention of December 1944. 
Annex II is titled “Selected Speeches and Articles by 
Assad Kotaite” during  the years 1977-2006. There is a 
bibliography and index.

Kotaite acknowledges the assistance of Denis Chagnon, 
ICAO’s leading communications expert, who suggested 
he write this book and worked with him to complete 
this project.

September 11 - Kotaite opens his story with the horror 
of watching the September 11, 2001 attacks on television 
in his ICAO office in Montreal. The immediate 
repercussion for civil aviation was the closure of all 
airspace in the USA, while Canada remained open to 
receive aircraft bound for the US. This was the biggest 
crisis that ICAO had ever faced, and Kotaite and his 
staff faced many questions about the future of civil 
aviation, and how to deal with terrorism.   

His first act was to call upon ICAO’s member states to 
restore public confidence in civil aviation and reaffirm 
ICAO’s founding values of friendship, understanding, 
peace and cooperation.

Early life and study - Kotaite, born in 1924, tells of his 
early life growing up in Lebanon and learning from his 
father how diplomacy can solve problems before they 
escalate into crisis.  

His father died when he was 15, but his mother was 
able to keep the family together and ensure they were 
educated. He graduated from the University of Beirut in 
Law, and followed up with a Doctorate in International 
Law at the University of Paris in 1952. He continued 
with advanced studies at the Academy of International 
Law at The Hague. He was especially interested in 
the principles of air law, and studied the Chicago 
Convention of 1944 which set the basic foundation of 
international air law. This document would become his 
inspiration during his years with ICAO.  

When Kotaite returned to Lebanon, he was appointed 
in 1953 to his first professional position as Chief of 
Legal Services, International Agreements and External 
Relations in the Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
for Lebanon.  Over the next two years, he negotiated all 
bilateral air service agreements for his country. As well, 
he attended meetings of the ICAO Legal Committee. 

ICAO - In 1956, Kotaite was appointed to represent 
Lebanon on the Council of ICAO, opening a completely 
new chapter in his life - one that would last fifty years.

In his book, he describes the extremely busy 1950’s, 
which experienced tremendous increases in air traffic, 
the introduction of jet aircraft, and huge demand for 
services around the world. These in turn brought 
new challenges: the need for longer runways, dealing 
with noise pollution, congestion, airport delays, and 
inadequate numbers of trained personnel. Kotaite took 
note of the extra burden imposed on less developed 
countries by these developments.   

Troubles in the air - The rise in air hijackings in the 
1960’s and ‘70’s is described in Kotaite’s chapter on 
multilateralism.  ICAO had to take action in establishing 
the necessary legal instruments to deal with unlawful 
seizures of aircraft and safety of passengers. 

Secretary general - In 1970 Kotaite was appointed 
Secretary General of the Council, a post he held for 
six years. At this time, he felt that negotiations among 
states should be done ‘person to person’, intervening 
personally in a dispute. He cites many instances in 
which he did just that.

President - In 1976 he was elected President of the 
Council. He discusses rivalries and conflicts among states, 
political tensions which often affected civil aviation. He 
saw his role as a conciliator, never taking sides, always 
working to find solutions of mutual benefit.   

Kotaite writes: “I have made aviation diplomacy the 
hallmark of my thirty-year term as President of the 
Council.....Negotiations should not be sweet for some 
and bitter for others.” He was determined never to 
impose his views on Council.  

Looking back - Looking back on his long career, he 
writes about the many changes he witnessed. He sums up 
the contributions of the first three Presidents of the Coun-
cil as ‘organization-builder’, ‘standards-setter’, and final-
ly his own legacy as champion of ‘aviation diplomacy’. 

In the Epilogue, Dr. Kotaite includes his own 
personal views on the global picture of civil aviation: 
multilateralism and national sovereignty; the balance 
between regulation and liberalization; new aircraft and 
air navigation technologies; the environment; space; 
and the nature of conciliation.

He ends his memoir with this: “Life has taught me that 
each of us has the opportunity to choose between two 
alternatives. We can spread the light of mutual respect 
and creativity, or we can wall ourselves up instead, in the 
darkness of hatred and destructiveness. Each of us faces 
this stark choice in our personal lives and in the workplace. 
I believe that in enabling the world’s nations and people 
to share the respectful and creative side of human nature, 
multilateralism is our best hope for the future.” 

September 11, 2001 - Jeanniot was in his IATA office in 
Geneva when he was informed about the terrorist attacks 
in New York. He immediately set up communications 
links with Montreal and Geneva, and advised all 
airlines to reinforce security measures. The FAA closed 
US airspace and ordered all incoming flights over the 
Atlantic to land in Canada if they could not return to 
their original airport. After several days, Jeanniot 
proposed that IATA’s crisis management program be 
implemented through various American airlines. The 
US government demanded strict security measures be 
adopted in all airports where flights originated and were 
bound for the US. Another issue was the rise in cost of 
insurance for the airlines. Insurance companies were 
nearly bankrupted by several costly airline tragedies. He 
convinced insurers to continue to insure airlines, even 
at a minimum. His priority was for airlines and aviation 
traffic to return to normal as soon as possible.

Retirement, again - Jeanniot could now consider his 
retirement. He set out on the traditional farewell tour, 
visiting IATA’s main administrative centres around 
the world. Tributes poured in, lauding his inspired 
leadership, his sharp eye for new trends, his ability to 
find what was most important, and his enthusiasm for 
action and change.

He retired in June 2002 and returned to live in Montreal. 
The authors end their biography with this answer to the 
question “Who is Pierre Jeanniot?”

“... he is an astute manager, a visionary strategist and a 
business leader whose influence is felt around the world.  
His secret? The distinguished executive is a pragmatic 
practitioner, concerned every day with security, the 
environment and efficient administration, but who is 
also endowed with highly developed peripheral vision. 
His talents? To be as attentive to gentle breezes as to 
high winds, while keeping both feet on the ground. 
His legacy? To leave us a style of management and 
leadership that will inspire the men and women of this 
new century of aerospace, ....” 

Pierre Jeanniot is a Member of Canada’s Aviation Hall 
of Fame, inducted in 2012.

For more information about this biography, or to 
purchase it, visit the following website: 
www.press.uottawa.ca/taking-aviation-to-new-heights 

The cover photo of this Flyer shows Calgary, a 
vibrant young city with the Rocky Mountains 
just beyond its doorstep. A good plan would be 
to take a couple of extra days when you book 
your flight, and visit this area. The Rockies (need 
I say more?), Drumheller (home of the fabulous 
Tyrrell Dinosaur Museum), Wetaskiwin (home of 
Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame), Canmore and 
Kananaskis (for world-class golfing) - all within 
driving distance, and well worth the visit!!

See you in Calgary!

Come to the
Induction Gala

and Stay!

CALGARY
May 29th

Dr. Kotaite’s book is published by ICAO, and is available from:
The International Civil Aviation Organization - ICAO

999 University St., Montreal,  Quebec  H3C 5H7.
Denis Chagnon is currently a Director on the CAHF Board.



CAHF’s website www.cahf.ca has been brought up to date,  
thanks to the efforts of Denny May and webmaster Don Riep. 
It is now an attractive site to visit on your computer.  
When you get onto the website, you are on the “home” page,  with many choices, such as: 

Information about the 2014 dinner.  

Below that is information about the 2013 Induction, with a photo of the 2013 inductees. 
There is a blue box that says: “Picture Gallery”. If you click on that box, you will find over 100 photos 
taken at the induction.

Below that is a blue box that says “Watch the Video”. Click on this blue button and you can watch the 2013 
induction ceremonies on video. 

Below that is a photo of astronaut Chris Hadfield, who sent a special message from the International Space Station 
to the guests at the dinner. You can watch this video by clicking on the picture of Chris.

You can download the 40th Anniversary issue of CAHF’s newletter, The Flyer, by clicking on the blue button.

You can find information about becoming a Friend of The Hall, and ways to preserve Canadian Aviation History.

You can click on the “CAHF Video Tour” button for a look at the Hall of Fame displays at the Reynolds-Alberta Museum 
in Wetaskiwin. 

You can view the brief stories about Members of The Hall by clicking on the word “Members” at the top of the page. 
And much more!

What’s on 
the CAHF 
Website?

IT’S NEW!  IT
’S REVISED!  IT’S ATTRACTIVE!

Now Available on CAHF’s Website!
CAHF’s By-Laws - You are now able to view the Hall of Fame’s By-Laws on its website. These By-Laws have been approved by 
the Board of Directors, and all those attending the AGM and entitled to vote (all Friends of The Hall may vote) will be asked to 
approve these By-Laws. Once they receive approval, they will be sent to Industry Canada for final acceptance in Ottawa.  
Please study the By-Laws before voting at the AGM.  You may download them and print them for your own copy. 
The AGM will be held in Calgary on May 30, 2014.
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105 Years Ago:
1909 - Jan. 2nd - The first edition of the world’s 
oldest aviation magazine, Flight, appeared on the 
news stands. 
1909 - Feb. 23rd - The first powered flight in 
Canada, by J.A.D. McCurdy in the Silver Dart, 
took place at Baddeck, NS.
1909 - Apr. 30th - Casey Baldwin and J.A.D. 
McCurdy formed the first Canadian aviation 
company, the Canadian Aerodrome Company, at 
Baddeck, NS with the assistance of Alexander 
Graham Bell.

95 Years Ago:
1919 - June 14 - Pioneer aviators John Alcock 
and Arthur Brown left St. Johns, NL on the first 
direct, non-stop, trans-Atlantic flight to Europe 
in a twin engine Vickers Vimy.  They landed the 
next day at Clifton, Ireland.

90 Years Ago:
1924 - Apr. 1st - The Royal Canadian Air Force 
was founded.
1924 - May 23rd - The first Canadian scheduled 
air service began by Laurentide Air Service Ltd. 
between Angliers, Lake Fortune and Rouyn, QC.

85 Years Ago:
1929 - Jan. 26th - The Pratt and Whitney Co. 
announced the formation of a Canadian company, 
which would start operations in Longueuil, QC.
1929 - May 17th - C.S. Caldwell, a Vickers test 
pilot, became the first Canadian to save his life by 
parachuting from a spinning Vedette flying boat 
in Montreal, QC.
1929 - July 1st - Canada’s Western Arctic coast 
was reached by air for the first time when C.H. 
(Punch) Dickins landed at Aklavik, NWT.
1929 - Dec. 23rd - The Trans-Canada (McKee) 
Trophy was awarded to “Wop” May for his flight 
carrying diphtheria anti-toxin from Edmonton to 
Fort Vermillion, AB.

70 Years Ago:
1944 - Jan. 10th - The RCAF accepted the first of 
229 Avro Lancaster bombers.
1944 - Mar. 19th - RCAF’s 409 Squadron 
received the first de Havilland Mosquito NF XIII 
bomber in Acklington, England.
1944 - June 28th - RCAF 6 Bomber Group 
mounted the first 200-bomber raid (234 aircraft) 
against a single target (Hamburg, Germany).  22 
aircraft were lost.
1944 - Sept. 10th - The first air-to-air visual 
contact was made with a German V-2 rocket, 
from a 410 Squadron Mosquito aircraft.

65 Years Ago:
1949 - July 27th - The world’s first jet airliner, 
the de Havilland Comet, flew for the first time.

55 Years Ago:
1959 - Feb. 20th - “Black Friday”, the day 
that the Canadian government cancelled the 
Avro Arrow aircraft program and ordered the 
destruction of all five CF-105 aircraft.

50 Years Ago:
1964 - Apr. 9th - The first flight of a DHC-5 
Buffalo took place at Downsview, ON.

45 Years Ago:
1969 - May 7th - The first flight of the Sikorsky 
6H-3 Sea King helicopter took place.
1969 - July 20th - US Astronaut Neil Armstrong 
stepped from the Eagle spacecraft onto the 
moon’s surface.  Eagle’s four legs, made by 
Heroux Machine Parts Ltd. of Longueuil, QC 
were left behind on the moon.

35 Years Ago:
1979 - Jan. 25th - The first Canadian Forces CP-
140 Aurora maritime patrol aircraft rolled out at 
Lockheed, Burbank, Cal.  The first flight of this 
long-range patrol aircraft took place on March 
22nd of that year.
1979 - Nov. 5th - A CF 450 Squadron Chinook 
helicopter successfully lifted a Lancaster aircraft 
from Goderich, ON to the Canadian Warplane 
Heritage Museum at Mount Hope, ON.  
1979 - Nov. 29th - Canada launched its second 
satellite, the Alouette II.

30 Years Ago:
1984 - Oct. 5th - Marc Garneau became Canada’s 
first astronaut when he flew aboard Challenger 
on the STS-41G mission.

25 Years Ago:
1989 - Mar. 1st - The Canadian Space Agency 
(CSA) was formed, taking over from the 
National Research Council as Canada’s primary 
space agency. In 1993, the CSA established its 
headquarters in St. Hubert, QC.

15 Years Ago:
1999 - May 27th - Julie Payette flew aboard 
Discovery on STS-96.  She became the first 
Canadian to visit the International Space Station.

Of interest elsewhere in the world:
1909 - July 26th - Louis Bleriot, a French 
inventor and engineer, made the first flight across 
the English Channel in the Bleriot XI, an aircraft 
of his own design. 

1944 - Dec. 16th - Glen Miller, a popular 
composer and bandleader, went missing on a 
flight from England to France. His body, along 
with others aboard the aircraft, has never been 
located.

Nomination 
Process – 
Not a Mystery!
Tom Appleton

I am often asked about the nomination process 
and I’m always pleased to expand upon the 
merits of the system devised by The Hall over 41 
years of experience. Nominations do not come 
from the Hall, nor from the Board of Directors, 
nor even from members of the Operations 
Committee, who are all barred from nominating 
candidates.  

Nominations originate with people like you, 
experienced and knowledgeable practitioners in 
our chosen field of endeavour.  Other nominations 
originate from outside the industry, from people 
who simply believe passionately that a certain 
individual is deserving of Membership in the 
Hall of Fame, or that a company or organisation 
should be recognised through award of the Belt 
of Orion.

Fresh nominations are forwarded to the Review 
Committee, an anonymous and voluntary body 
of experienced and respected men and women 
with a vast knowledge and passion in matters 
pertaining to aviation and aerospace history.  
The Committee works diligently, without 
fanfare, and its members remain anonymous 
in order that they may make their selections 
in an objective way, free from extraneous 
pressures.  As a result, the NRC’s review of each 
candidate’s credentials is rigorous and objective, 
the outcome as free from personal bias as is 
humanly possible.

Those nominees who are not selected for 
induction on first submission (by far the majority) 
are automatically retained on file for up to ten 
years and submissions may be augmented by the 
nominator(s) at any time, as new information 
becomes available. It is not unusual for many 
submissions to be reconsidered each year for up 
to ten years, before finally gaining admission to 
Membership.

However, the whole system is dependent on the 
receipt of fresh nominees each year, in order 
to be certain that deserving candidates are not 
being overlooked. 

I encourage anyone having an interest in aviation 
history to look back over your personal careers 
and aeronautical experiences and consider 
nominating deserving candidates to Canada’s 
Aviation Hall of Fame. To learn more about the 
simplified nomination procedure, please go to:  
www.cahf.ca/how_to_nominate.php for more 
information.

Milestones in Canadian Aviation 
Compiled by Mary Oswald
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